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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US, AO 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA CLAIMS SOME U.S. VETS ARE MERCENARIES IN 
ANGOLA 

1. PRAVDA ON SEPT 22 HITS AT AN ALLEGED WIDENING PRESENCE 
OF MERCENARIES IN THE ANGOLA CONFLICT INCLUDING "FORMER 
AMERICAN SOLDIERS WHO FOUGHT IN VIETNAM". THESE MERCENARIES 
ARE FIGHTING AGAINST THE MPLA, ARE ARMED WITH AMERICAN AND 
CHINESE WEAPONS, AND INCLUDE, INTER ALIA, FORMER AGENTS OF 
THE PORTUGUESE SECRET POLICE, WRITES COMMENTATOR FYODOR 
TARASOV. TARASOV CONTINUES WITH A FAIRLY STANDARD CONDEMNA- 
TION OF MONOPOLISTS' SUPPORT OF THE FNLA AND THE MERCENARIES, 
AND HE CONCLUDES THAT THIS ESCALATION OF MERCENARY INVOLVE- 
MENT REPRESENTS S RENEWED EFFORT ON THE PART OF THE 
IMPERIALISTS TO DESTROY ANGOLA'S INDEPENDENCE SCHEDULED 
FOR NOVEMBER 11. 
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2. COMMENT. TARASOV'S COMMENTS ARE THE LATEST CONTRIBU- 
TION IN AN ONGOING PRESS CAMPAIGN APPARENTLY AIMED AT 
LINKING THE U.S. (AMONG OTHERS) TO THE FNLA IN THE 
INTERNECINE ANGOLAN FIGHTING. STARTING WITH CLAIMS 
THAT U.S. ARMS WERE BEING USED BY THE ANTI-MPLA FORCES, 

THE SOVIET PRESS ESCALATED TO ALLEGATIONS THAT THE CIA 
WAS ACTIVELY INVOLVED ON THE SIDE OF ROBERTO-PRAVDA 
(SEPT 9) WENT SO FAR AS TO LIST A FEW OF THE SUPPOSED 
CIA AGENTS. TARASOV'S CLAIM THAT "FORMER AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS" ARE NOW PARTICIPATING ACTIVELY RAISES THE 
PROPAGANDA THRESHOLD ONE MORE NOTCH, AND MAY PRESAGE 
HARSHER PRESS TREATMENT OF "OUTSIDE INTERVENTION" SHOULD 
THE FORTUNES OF THE VMPLA TAKE A TURN FOR THE WORSE. 
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